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From the President’s Desk 
—By Robert KAS5WSS 


December is the traditional month in which 
VOMARC members renew their memberships in 
the club. This has not been a typical year so we 
won't be gathering for a merry meal while 
collecting dues. A recently implemented 
payment option may make paying your dues 
easier though. Please visit the VOMARC Join Us 
page and skip to "Step 2: Pay Your Dues". Enter 
your Callsign and press the "Pay Now" 

button. You can pay with PayPal if you have an 
account or a credit card if not. 


Step 2: Pay Your Dues 


Dues are $15 per calendar year for the first member. 


member at the same address may join for $5 per per. 


Number of members 

[One member $15.00 USD | 
Name and Callsign 
[KASWSS 


If you are not yet a member then 

welcome! Please remember to perform Step 1 
on the page to let us know more about you 
before proceeding to Step 2. 


December 2020 


Our meeting this month will be held via Zoom 
once again. We have a few Zoom notes that 
might be helpful for those of us who have used 
teleconferencing extensively at work. Check out 
the VOMARC Zoom Meeting help page for hints. 


This month will feature a video of the ZL9CI 
DXpedition to remote Campbell Island in 
Pacific. | know two of the members of that trip 
when we were all back in Texas. They were 
some of the ops who taught me the ropes in 
Amateur Radio many years ago. it will be great 
to see them in action. Band conditions are 
picking up and hopefully when the pandemic 
breaks we can. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, December 16, 2020, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: ZL9CI DXpedition to Campbell Island 


Minutes, November 18 Meeting 


Meeting was once again very successfully held 
on ZOOM by KASWSS 


KASWSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT 
(Eileen), KEZMF (Jack), KE6HID (Andrew), 
KH6GJV (Bill), KM6ZUC (Bruce), WD6BOR 
(Darrel), N7TSQ (Joe), KB6ECLV (Simon), N7PIB 
(Sanford), N6TVN (Carl), W1EJ (Ed), NJ6E (Stan), 
KN6DON (Wendy), W5LTP (Sam), N6LY 


(Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), WB6TMH (Mike), 
W8EWL (John) 


Guest: W6AWO (Richard) 
Meeting called to order at 19:30 by KASWSS 
MINUTES 


Minutes from the October meeting accepted as 
written. 


News Letter Editor 
Keys for the EOC are forthcoming. 
VE Liaison 


December 19 is the date for VE Session. People 
need to reserve their space by RSVPing to N6LY. 
See the VOMARC webpage for more information 

vomarc.org/licensing.html . Only 6 
allowed to test at a time. 


TREASURER 


Currently have $4,636 in the bank. VOMARC set 
it up to pay dues online. 


Have not purchased a printer yet. 
SECRETARY 


No Updates. The VOMARC Breakfast on the Air is 
going well. 


Training 
School closed 
PRESIDENT 


By-Laws changes were in the newsletter. Motion 
was made and seconded — unanimously 
approved By-Law updates. 

Elections were held for officers. Officers ran 
unopposed and were elected unanimously. 


President — KASWSS 

Vice President — W1EJ 
Secretary/Treasurer KD6FIL 
VE Liaison — N6LY 
Newsletter Editor — KG6QNT 


Radio Officer — WB6TMH 
Trustee-WD6BOR 
http://vomarc.org/officers.htm| 


There will be no VOMARC Christmas Party this 
year. 


OLD BUSINESS 


Donated equipment that is for sale, is posted to 
the VOMARC Web Page. 


KD6FIL is still working on the book list. 
Books in the VOMARC library available to loan. 


The Sonoma County DMR net is still going at 
1830 on Thursdays on talk group 31707. 


Mystery Box: Jack, KEZMF has the box and the 
Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


Next Month’s Program: TBD 


PROGRAM: Early Marconi Wireless Business 
Plan by Richard Dillman, W6AWO 


Meeting adjourned at 2100. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Amateur Radio Exams in Sonoma 
Valley 


They're back! Our VE Coordinator Elizabeth 
(N6LY) has taken on the task of getting Ham 
Radio licensing moving forward again in the 
Valley of the Moon. The first exam session since 
COVID-19 broke out will be held on Saturday, 
December 19th. 


It is vitally important that any interested 
applicant check out the Get Licensed page on 
the VOMARC website for pre-registration 
requirements. Pandemic safety precautions 
require extra forethought to ensure sessions are 
safe for everyone. 


Please spread the word to as many folks as you 
can via social media or word of mouth. Look for 
a post about this on the @vomarc_ wé6ajf Twitter 


or w6ajf Facebook feeds that you can simply 
retweet, like, forward or whatever works for 
you. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


W8EWL's New Antenna 


If you've noticed John's (W8EWL) signal on the 
VOMARC nets being stronger lately it may be 
due to the new antenna he recently constructed 
and erected. Currently on a Spiderbeam pole 
about 10 above his deck as you can see from the 
photos below it looks out over some nice 
terrain. A higher placement and a rotator are in 
the works. 


Though configured like a Yagi on a boom, each 
element is a full wavelength in size compared to 
the normal half wave. The radiation pattern is 
vertically polarized, making it ideal for FM and 
repeater operation. 


John based his build on the Extreme Dream 
Beam Antenna though similar antenna designs 
date back to at least the 1950's. The "Circular 
Quad" was described in an article by K8CFU in 
the November 1958 edition of QST. Some 
estimate that a quad would have a 2db gain 
advantage over a similarly sized Yagi. 


From his Santa Rosa QTH he's been making 
contacts with Hams as far as Richmond on 
simplex and pegging the strength meter on the 


receiver's end. He's made contacts as far away 
as south of San Jose through repeaters in the 
Santa Cruz area. The expected additional height 
from his permanent installation will only help 
that performance. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Who's Doing What 


Ed (W1EJ) summited at St. John and Goat 
Mountains during the weekend of Nov. 15th- 
16th. He worked a bunch of stations, including 
EA7GV from both summits. He almost got 
locked up in the mountains by the forest service! 


During a recent breakfast net Sanford (N7PIB) 
recounted a trip to Malawi in the past when he 
was tasked with transporting Malawian money 
out of the country for a currency trader. He was 
detained for some time before being allowed to 
leave the country. 


Sanford (N7PIB) has confirmed over 715 parks in 
the Parks on the Air program. 


Joe (N7TSQ) is studying for this General class 
license and plans to take the test on Dec. 
19th. Good luck! 


Carl (N6TVN) made 111 QSOs and 38 multipliers 
for a score of 7,980 in the ARRL 160M contest 
using CW. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Arecibo Observatory 
Instrument Platform Falls 
into Iconic Dish 


Once the world's largest radio antenna is no 
more. The instrument platform of the Arecibo 
Observatory, perched above the large dish by 
three series of wires, plunged to Earth and 
gouged another set of holes in the dish surface. 


Damaged in a Hurricane Maria in 2017, the 
observatory had already been marked for 


decommissioning since the structural integrity of 
the structure could no longer be 
assured. YouTube has some incredible drone 


footage of the antenna as it failed. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/arecibo-observatory- 
instrument-platform-falls-into-iconic-dish 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


The Field Day results show eight VOMARC 
members submitted logs for this year's 

event. Our official club score came to 

3,946. Sonoma County Radio Amateurs easily 
topped us, but relied on 17 logs to do so. | think 
we all had a blast regardless of the 

score. Thanks to all who helped the club's 
effort! It remains to be seen whether Field Day 
in 2021 will return to normal operating mode. 


Sometime in mid-2021 the FCC will be requiring 
an email address on all Amateur Radio 
applications. 


RadioShack is back? Looks like RadioShack has 


been purchased by Retail Ecommerce Ventures, 
which specializes in revamping bankrupt 
businesses such as Pier 1 and Dressbarn. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


QSL Card Inbox 
— République du Mali 


TZ4PR worked three years ago on 20M using 
SSB. 


J73CC worked on 15M using FT8. 


bY 


9K2HN 


Kuwait City, Kuwait 


9K2HN worked on 20M SSB. 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
VACANT — Elmer Coordinator 

Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2021 ACS 2021 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERGHIP 2021 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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